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Gamal Awad, B. Sc. Phm
Omnia Masoud, B. Sc. Phm
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Tel : 519 - 649 - 2520 Fax : 519 - 649 - 2530
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(Adelaide North)
Mon-Fri 9-7, Sat 10-3
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INSURANCE & FINANCIAL SERVICES
Moe Faragalla
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ENG. YOUSSEF  (226) 504.3107
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257 Merlin Crescent London, ON NSW 546
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GETTING YOU BACK TO YOU AGAIN!
Hands on

HEALTH L1338 E 35 Diligent Care

Centre Modern Services
Experienced Staff

Neck, Shoulder, Arm, Low Back Pain? Headache? Tingling? Stiffness? Fatigue?

CAR ACCIDENTS & WORK INJURIES

FREE HALF HOUR MASSAGE

CALL OR VISIT
519.645.4963

Dr. Ahmed Seksek

Dr. Tanya Gonzalez

WE LIKE TO GIVE BACK

Health Wellness Centre donated to and sponsored various
programs and activitites of different institutions, associations,
schools and clubs.....

WHY CHOOSING US?

* Extended Health Insurance Direct Billing
* Treatment for Motor Vehicle Accidents

* Treatment WSIB Work Related injuries

* Treatment for Sports Injuries

* Treatment for pre and post operative procedures
* Concussion Management and Baseline Testing

+ Extended evening and weekend hours
* Free parking available

* Wheel chair accessible

* Minimal Wait Times

* Walk-ins Welcome

ol ’f’_ st .

SIX LOCATIONS IN LONDON:

London North: 1080 Adelaide St N Tel: 519-645-4963 Mon-Fri: 9-6

London South: 769 Southdale Rd E Tel: 226-270-1071 Tues: 9-12, Wed: 12-6, Thu: 1-6, Fri: 11-5
London East: 1892 Dundas street Tel: 519-204-8888 Mon: 9-6, Tue: 9-3, Wed: 9-6, Thu: 9-6, Fri: 9-3, Sat: 9-1
London Oxbury Mall: 1299 Oxford St. E  Tel: 519-204-8881

Lucan: 268 Main Street Tel: 226-304-4455
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TRAD’S FURNITURE

() §) Akl i 2| o el 95 ) 1 Nt (0 i i
WE ACCEPT ONTARIO WORKS VOUCHERS
LiE TN TS RS

 SALE |
L 200/0 OFF

ON ALL N STOCK MERCHANDISE U

* New designs arrive shortly L8 Juad Bl eelial 3K
k We do custom made Furniture ol Caws S es) aod

] TRAD'S
(519) 675-1535 ™™ G

Hours Of Operations:
Mon - Sat : ............... 10 am -6 pm

Sunday : ..cciiiiinininnns 12 am -5 pm

& https://www.tradsfurniture.com ® trad1@hotmail.com

785 Wonderland Rd. South, London, ON N6K 1IM6 (Westmount Shopping Centre)




December 2023 (Js¥) ¢ $iS) srawsd Issue 261 23

*IUJJJ U9 §d

?(; ‘ ‘ ‘n
D
3 e~

")l cali 100 ] a1l 25 o
dulo calacluwo giig)qi cnd suénll caldpiull Aiailaib

Al clalual)l Juals sale) daie el
(CSRG)

238 MRRI gl Cwed 2021 ple diag
On S e g Ulaa Lo 5 580 325 e S
S il el 5 dysaill G )Y 50 052le 9.4
Al e cilabaial) g ddsall 3 el
664 acdl Ssai Ladl 5 bl Craad
113 5 5l il il JleYl a5y
A a5 A daliie

Glabaiall H¥ 50 sale 1.9 Jasaill gy
Gl paall o el Ayl e
ALE e Glaalue Jo saill aalnall ay jliiall
all 50 5 ¥ i 25 ) Jead dlaull
6 AV G paliall amlis 8 s 8 Y

Yl 100 J) ceay e JaYI AL gl

aeal AT SV 53 ¢y sale 1.4 pladiul atag
[PIREN: At R S BN (P S G EN IV RRVREN:
ML e slig e ‘_g 3 yseall il YA

0 Bomuall SIS AN Baclual A glaa 4
Glalaad Aiall YY) e Al e 55 )53
18 ) domr Lo 105 R sSa 235 (32
bl el ay e Anad SV 53 (il
el iea 5 ALl

Aoy s disad o 585558 Ae ulle]
calaall 3 sl S AN Y58 ke 3.3
e oS aainall Ly B 45al) S (53l
Mool gLl el salels i 5l
.(NRRI)

O wbolall 36 alia)ly Qladd
1 211 i i g
002 ] (0 s -y

@iyl Lily S LoSa @l
oRliaily el Mias 2022 <Al
a5 o adsiall (e s Alaadl Gans b dls
Gl e GV ey Allayl) Y ana
& i lae ket el daay (gt b
aall G aleall e JsY) il

Jeall e cplhalall 2ae 33l ) 12IS 28 431
Caatie Jolay ad s call 211 e
Jiall lal)

ol @ 33)) ol Aldaal) s 65 ﬁ}
6.5 ol A1 0.8 \a S 5y (solonBY]
(5 2024 ol a2 o ) Jslay
sie 1.4 G A sl deadl i
‘;\\S.ud\ saill Al Al Ja ‘5 éllyg

gl ) ) sl Aaall Jaea

Sl sl a3l ) clad gl s
Al i § Cogud (b LS ol il
144 Q) (W +211) %17.2 4wy

sl O sl

24148 o

495 Richmond St.

TEL: 519-672-1086
CELL: 519-694-3185
EMAIL: owatad@watadlaw.com

Suite 840
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W

t i D g LY LD Lo

oo\ D) Syl ey e

(ylaally e ) gt g SN g1l
Syl Sl 7 aie59 5)la) «
o139 o (oo B el sl gl lucal) S MMalas +
Tl S all Al e (B2l »

London, Ont.

. OSAMA WATAD

Barrister, Solicitor and Notary Public
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'SUNRIDGE DENTAL

Dr.WasanTaki D.D.S.,B.D.S.

General Family Dentistry

8.3 gl | Atld gt} B > N D1 d> | @
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Tel: 519-649-7773 e urears

TALA DENTAL =S

WELCOMING NEW PATIENTS

COMPLETE -
FAMILY CARE -'

* Root Canals

(3191 BE0 -

* White Fillings

* Crowns, Bridges i (5 9)64443

* Wisdom Teeth TALADENTAL.CA
* Dentures 89 Wharncliffe Rd N, London, ON N6H

SUNWAY DENTAL

WELCOME TO OUR CLINIC IN MISSISSAUGA

OUR SERVICES | 1 R T——

* Orthodontics “ = 2 4 Advanced Medical Equipment

* Restorations | New Patients Welcome

* Preventive Care - 7 First Consultation
* Teeth Whitening ‘*- '

905-569-7773

* 3015 Winston Churchill Blvd. Mississauga, ON. L5L 2V8 *
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KRM International

CANADA - USA - CHINA - MIDDLE EAST

BULDING THE FUTURE ... RESTORING THE PAST ;N,_

* Construction/ renovation services

* Commercial and residential in London and surrounding areas

* Kitchens, Bathrooms, Plumbing, Electrical, Fences, decks and concrete
* Over 15 years experience

* Best price and quality

We specialize in delivering
turnkey operations in almost every industry including:
- Dental

- Medical/Health Care

- Restaurants

- Offices

- Fitness Facilities /Clubs
- Retail/Shopping Centres
- Grocery Stores

- Education

- Hotels

- LEED Pro pcts
- Residential
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S @ info@krmitg.com

| @ www.krmitg.com kuiadye l9)9)

| e BIER RIS © https://www.instagram.com/krmitg/

On your next prolect contact us for a no-obligation quote. CALL US TODAY

69 Bessemer Rd Unit 45 London, ON N6E 2V6 226.998.7274
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Western

Course Provider

® 25 hrs. of In-Class Sessions

® 10 hrs. of In-Car Lessons

® G1 & G2 Road Test Preparation
® City & Freeway Driving

(519)471-3187

Driving Academy

Ministry-Approved Beginner Driver Education
Road Safety

Education

785 Wonderland Rd. South. London, ON-N6K 1M&
www.westerndrivingacademy.com

Office Hours:
Mon-Fri Sam-‘jpm

Through
Ayman Khattar
President
Proud Supporter
of Our Community
For Over 20 Years

G/ S 3 55 Biaine 33935 dazxys
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Ontario (ATIO) htt

SALEH ALATHAMENA

Certified Translator AR>EN, EN>AR

(by the Association of Translators and Interpreters of
s://atio.on.ca

aupress/profile/5706/view

39 Ranchwood Crescent, London, ON, N6G 3A1
Phone (519) 701-2756 or (519) 702-6456 E-mail alathamena@rogers.com
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'dentalclinic

YOUR CHILD'S DENTAL HEALTH
C O IRTOP PRIORITY
e Wil B § Sl ¥ P N8 e B

OUR SERVICES
@ Implants & Surgical Extractions.

Laser Gum Treatment.

N

® Lumineers - Veneers. Porcelain Crowns. B Y

@ Snap-On Smile. Root Canal - Fillings.

4 - !
.’i‘p—\ 115

= .'{!'I

O 000

@ Ortho - Invisalign.

Professional Teeth Whitening.

We warmly welcome new patients

Q
DR. SOMAYA EID

519.667.0777 (BDS, DDS, MSc)

& Associates

reception@eiddentalclinic.ca
www.eiddentalclinic.ca
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FOR INFO CALL MOHAMED ZEBIAN “Awbel¥) Ladlall o ewlin oD

Buy, Sell, Trade all kinds of used cars
Prices that suit all budgets
Financing all credits

919-668-4000

1205 Wharncliffe Rd. London, ON NGL 1J9

pPEA (PR NONE ] O PRIV TP

(3l v | | ] Yt

ALL KINDS OF NEW AND USED TIRES FOR
INFO CALL AHMED AHMED ZEBIAN

WWW.MAPLEAUTO.CA
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Dr. Kathy Watad
Author . Ph.D. Education
Certified Life Coach (CCF,
Coaching & Educational Consulting
Services .CECS
London. ON

@ dr.kathywkh@gmail.com

(519) 694-3186

@& www.drkathy.ca

o shall LS dsaladll
Apad dll Gllay) ) gild
Rasha El-Tawil, Partner
Personal Injury Law

rasha@siskinds.com
519.660.7712

A gl 5 liiul o Jpaall L o 1 gl

&J‘A@EJ&L&%‘.@? ,l:.:h.'a_)::l 'I."I:I a&.ﬂ_-_\..a
Contact Rasha for a free initial consultation
if you have been seriously injured.

Rasha El-Tawil is an experienced personal injury lawyer
with a reputation for strong advocacy, compassion and
results. Fluent in Arabic, Rasha can provide legal services
in both Arabic and English. As part of a large team of
lawyers and staff who are dedicated to personal injury law,
Rasha can provide the knowledge, care and compensation
you deserve.

With over 80 lawyers who work in an extensive range of
practice areas, Rasha can help you get the legal services
you need for your business and your personal life, all within
one firm: Siskinds LLP.

SISKINDS | The law firm

siskinds.com/rasha
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LAW PROFESSIONAL CORPORATION
“we speak Arabic, Urdu, Punjabi & Hindi” 4w salt 2al & odoed

Planning O =y
Cell: (416)459-7070
Office: (519)439-4015 / (548) 689-9663

Website: najamnaqvilaw.com
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Buy, Sell, Trade all kinds of used cars
Prices that suit all budgets
Financing all credits
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9} Ot - | JlmaSon 1gmbuas! a Maaciew DA TEL:-

For info call owner Kamal Ahmed Zebian or sales associate Hussein Aldahwi
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519-652-1100

2170 Wharncliffe Rd S. London, ON NGP 1P8 www.cedarauto.ca
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BAKER
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HASAN BAKER

LAWYER AND NOTARY PUBLIC

30 Eglinton Ave. W, Mississauga, Ontario, LS5R 3E7 Suite #400
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pond Mills Medical
" PHARMACY

0/ DISCOUNT
1 0 / 0 Ove;%leciglter;tems

BY 'I1-IE CONFIDENCE OF OUR CUSTOMERS,
WE CELEBRATE 10 YEARS OF SERVING
THE LONDON COMMUNITY

*k Make Pond Mills Medical Pharmacy your
neighbourhood pharmacy.

*k Come speak to Pharmacists Mike and Paul,
then see the extensive selection of
vitamins and herbal products at low prices.

** The Staff are friendly, caring and respectful
of your needs and health concerns.

® FREECITYWIDEDELIVERY e

P15

$5 TW.ENDL

EKH‘I

“ 519- th -1414  (MONORYERIGRAT: 9:00&m.—7p:n.

FAX:519-649-5079 :3:‘;1?3\'= 9=00am.-:—=czfoo:;;
Tou_ FREE 1 _855.649__1 41 4 - SassssassenassaRERsae

—— ) ey — = Ty —
. ST . S e _ R o g
st = : A |
[ ' . X g | g = i
% - B Y
i d e B F i i i)
B e W T T e e i L T e S et P W s T O Ko e e T b o A 2




December 2023 (¥ G 5\S) srasd Tssue 261 sy ‘Jy ‘! zDM‘ ‘m
WALK-IN CLINICS GROUP

ALL AROUND LONDON NEIGHBOURHOODS
S e 190 M DAL AS s
- O Gobie a2 (2

Phillbrook Walk-in Clinic “PHILLBROOK %

105-1599 Adelaide St. N. London, ON N5X 4E8 P H ARM ACY
519-433-2891 & CLINIC

Northland Walk-in Clinic

112-1251 Huron St., London, ON N5Y 4V1

519-204-2444

NORTHIAND PHARMACY

& CLINIC

Riverbend Walk-in Clinic

2-1866 Oxford St. W. London ON N6K 0J8 & RIVERBEND @
519-657-1919

PHARMACY & CLINIC

Proudfoot Walk-in Clinic

@ P RO U D F 0 OT : 4-524 Oxford St. W. London, ON N6H 1T5

PHARMAGY:=& CLINIC T——

Wilkins Walk-in Clinic — 3ikiys Pharmacy & Clinic g
5-699 Wilkins St. London, ON N6C 5C8 | X e

(226) 665-2616 Wl | RRELE SR
HYDE PARK CARE Hyde Park Walk-in Clinic

B AN 28 % WANC@ @ 2-1109 Hyde Park Rd. London, ON N6H 5K6
& CLINIC Il 519-474-0996
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LETTER FROM ISRAELI HOSTAGE TO HAMAS

“To the generals who have
accompanied me in recent weeks,
it seems we will part ways
tomorrow, but I thank you from
the bottom of my heart for your
extraordinary humanity shown
towards my daughter, Emilia.

You were like parents to her,
inviting her into your rooms
whenever she desired. She
acknowledges feeling like all
of you are her friends, not just

Fath Pralic]

Bpadl puiladl o poglsl) OuAR Gl

Pl

clad lngalumicl @ diogiel et aflolul @l
lalaal gabid!

U b aSiaphl lngalge s Sugidl Jla Ll aLi
[PSETF PN

Akusdg sl 4515 4% peouliily ubpiad om
A (poalyls -.,m1 Ladyg alll sl S

ALLS (oI Bt Colelull wle i |l 1t
Asspally s

Cibiglally Imgalpasy lamlad gupgee alighl ptd
[alls %) Ad gl cpls 3qage sgpls JTg atlgally
atlanay o gl b LgdgSy ol iany X S1gh
il pb aslispe Ousls Gupal I.l"'“; iy

friends, but truly beloved and
good.

Thank you, thank you, thank you
for the many hours you spent as
caregivers.

Thank you for being patient
with her and showering her with
sweets, fruits, and everything
available even when it was not.

Children should not be in
captivity, but thanks to you and
other kind people we met along
the way, my daughter felt like a
queen in Gaza...

In general, she acknowledges
feeling like the center of the
world. She hasn't met anyone on
our long journey, from the rank
and file to the leadership, who
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didn't treat her with gentleness,
affection, and love.

I will forever be a prisoner of
gratitude because she did not leave
here with a lifelong psychological
trauma.

I will remember your kind
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behavior, granted here despite
the difficult situation you were
dealing with yourselves and the
severe losses you suffered here in
Gaza.

I wish in this world we could
truly be good friends.

I wish you all health and well-
being... Health and love to you
and your families' children.

Many thanks.

Danyal and Emilia"

WHAT REALLY HAPPENED ON OCTOBER 7?

The Grayzone’s Max Blumenthal joins Chris Hedges todiscuss his investigationintolsrael’s indiscriminate use
of heavy weapons against Israeli citizens on October 7, and the shock-and-awe campaign of misinformation it
subsequently employed to create political space for its brutal assault on Gaza.. This was originally published

by The Real News Network.

* By Max Blumenthal

Editor’s note: Since the publication of this
interview, an Israeli police investigation
has confirmed that Israeli Apache
helicopters killed numerous Israeli citizens
at and around the Nova electronic music
festival, and that Hamas did not know in
advance about the festival. The Israeli
government has also acknowledged that

200 of those it counted as Israeli casualties
were, in fact, Hamas militants killed by its
forces on October 7, and that it may have
marketed images of their charred bodies
to the public as proof of Hamas’ brutality.

For all the sensationalism surrounding
the events of Oct. 7, when Hamas broke
through the Gaza fence and seized territory
in the Gaza Envelope as part of Operation
Al-Agsa Flood, there is still much that
we do not know. The official Israeli
death toll from the attack is estimated at
1,200 civilians, revised from an initial
estimate of 1,400. Among this figure are
several hundred civilians, which Israel

says were killed by Hamas militants.
Other testimony from survivors of Oct.
7 suggests an alternative explanation—
that in its fervor to defeat Hamas, Israeli
commanders may have willingly targeted
and sacrificed Israeli soldiers and civilians
in the crossfire.

Max Blumenthal of The Grayzone joins
The Chris Hedges Report for an in-depth
look.

READ DETAILS AT:
www.https://informationclearinghouse.

blog/202319/11//what-really-happened-
on-october-7/
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INCOMES FOR CANADA’S RICHEST 1%
ROSE NEARLY 10% IN 2021, TAX FILINGS SHOW

Income in all its forms increased by almost 10 per cent in the 2021 tax year, if you earned
enough to be among the richest 1 per cent of Canadians, according to Statistics Canada.

* RCI

The poorest half of Canadian tax filers
saw their incomes drop by $1,400, as
gap between rich and poor widens

The richest people in Canada got a
lot richer in 2021, even as the poorest
half of all tax filers saw their incomes
decline by $1,400.

That's one of the main takeaways
of a new data analysis released by
Statistics Canada (new window) on
Friday looking at tax filings from
2021 and comparing them with the
previous year.

According to the data agency, incomes
of the top 1 per cent of all tax filers
in Canada rose by 9.4 per cent to
$579,100 in 2021.

That figure includes all forms of

taxable income, from salary and
bonuses to things like capital gains,
dividends and other payments that
were registered with tax authorities.

The 10 per cent pay bump for the top
1 per cent contrasts with incomes
moving in the opposite direction for
many other Canadians.

Filers in the bottom half of the
distribution saw their average total
income decline $1,400 from 2020 to
$21,100 in 2021, Statistics Canada
said in a release Friday. The agency
said most of that decline was due to
the lowering or ending of pandemic-
era government programs like CERB
and CEWS.

The report did not provide detailed
data about income levels for the top

49 per cent, or the average Canadian,
just those in the bottom half and the

very top.

While the 1 per cent got an almost 10
per cent pay bump, the tiny group of
people above them fared better still.
Filers in the top 0.1 per cent saw their
average total income increase by 17.4
per cent to $2,086,100, while those in
the top 0.01 per cent saw their average
total income increase 25.7 per cent to
$7,731,400.

Income gap getting wider

Taken together, the figures released
Friday show that the share of income
taken in by the richest 1 per cent of
Canadians got even more top-heavy
during the years in question.

The top 1 per cent received 10.4 per

cent of all the aggregated income
earned by tax filers that year, up from
9.4 per cent in 2020 and the highest
level posted since 2015, StatsCan
reported.

If there was a sector of society
where income distribution got more
equitable during the year, it would be
the balance between men and women
within the 1 per cent.

Overall, women composed 26.1 per
cent of the top 1 per cent of income
tax filers, up from 25.4 per cent in
2020, the data agency reported. The
share of women in the top 1 per cent
has been increasing steadily since this
series started in 1982, when the share
was 11.4 per cent.

¢ CBC News

Peggy
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GUILTY VERDICT IN KILLING OF A MUSLIM FAMILY

Man found guilty of first-degree murder in killing of Muslim family in London, Ont.

¢ s.r. slobodian
¢ The Globe and Mail

Ajury has found a 22-year-old white nationalist guilty of four counts of first-degree

Nathaniel Veltman was convicted after a 10-week trial in which he admitted in court
that he deliberately drove into the family on June 6, 2021. He was also convicted of
one count of attempted murder for injuring a nine-year-old boy.

murder for using his pickup truck to run down a Muslim family in London, Ont., in  Afzaal, 15.
Veltman faces a life sentence with no chance of parole for 25 years.

NDP MPPs ON GUILTY VERDICT FOR KILLER OF LONDON FAMILY

what prosecutors allege was an act of terrorism.

)|

Teresa Armstrong
MPP London—Fanshawe

519-668-1104
TArmstrong-CO@ndp.on.ca

LONDON - London’s three NDP MPPs released the
following statement following the guilty verdict of
Nathaniel Veltman, who is responsible for the heinous
murder of members of the Afzaal family in 2021:

“It has been an incredibly difficult two months for
communities across London, especially the Muslim
community, watching this trial unfold. Over the past
number of weeks, our communities had to relive the
deeply violent circumstances that surrounded the

Terence Kernaghan
MPP London North Centre

519-432-7339
TKernaghan-CO@ndp.on.ca

murder of the beloved Afzaal family.

Today’s verdict brings well-deserved justice for
the Afzaal family and the London community. Our
community’s loss, with multiple generations of a
family lost to hate, is irreparable. Our hearts are with
the Afzaal family and their loved ones today. We are
thinking of everyone in the community as we continue
to mourn this loss together.

Today is a reminder that hate and Islamophobia have

He killed Salman Afzaal, 46; Madiha Salman, 44; Talat Afzaal, 74; and Yumnah

Peggy Sattler
MPP London West

519-657-3120
PSattler-CO@ndp.on.ca

no place in our society. We stand with the Muslim
community here in London—and across the province—
against [slamophobia and commit to working together
to build a better, brighter future.

We hold onto that promise with hope.”

- MPPs Teresa Armstrong (London—Fanshawe),
Terence Kernaghan (London North Centre) and
Peggy Sattler (London West)

NDP MP LINDSAY MATHYSSEN (LONDON-FANSHAWE) MADE THE FOLLOWING STATEMENT:

“Nathaniel Veltman being found
guilty of first-degree murder for
his horrific killing of Our London
Family is the first step towards
healing.

The loss of Our London Family,
the loss of parents to a young
child, have shaken our community
and caused immense trauma and
suffering.

Nothing can ever reverse the pain
and loss this murder has caused the
community, and London is forever
changed as a result. With the war

in Gaza and Israel and a rise in
Islamophobia, anti-Palestinian
racism, and hate, it is incumbenton
all of us to never stop fighting for
additional resources to keep London
communities safe and stand up to
hate and racism wherever it occurs.

I’m grateful for the jury and
everyone involved in this trial who
endured horrifying testimony and
evidence. Justice was served today,
but accountability cannot stop here,
we must stand in solidarity against
all hate."

-
—r

NANOS PARTY POWER INDEX

The Nanos Index which is a composite of a series Data Portals] -The latest Nanos federal ballot

of measures
including ballot and leadership impressions has the Liberals at 22.0 per cent, the NDP at 22.0 per
the Conservatives at 54.7 points, followed by the
NDP at 44.8 points, the Liberals with 41.9 points, 5.5 per cent and the Peoples Party at 2.0 per Qualities of a Good Political Leader — More than
the Greens 31.2 points, the People’s Party 24.7 cent. xxx Canadians believe Leader has the qualities of
points and the BQ 38.5 points (QC only). Preferred Prime Minister — Nanos tracking has a good political leader followed by leader, leader,
Ballot — [Available to Subscribers through our Poilievre as the preferred choice as PM at 34.1 leader and leader.).

per cent of Canadians, followed by Trudeau
tracking has the Conservatives at 41.0 per cent, (19.0%), Singh (16.2%), May (5.7%) and Bernier
(1.7%). Twenty per cent of Canadians were unsure
cent, the Bloc at 6.1 per cent, the Green Party at whom they preferred.
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ONTARIO TO BAN CANADIAN WORK

EXPERIENCE REQUIREMENT IN JOB POSTINGS

* RCI
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 40
Two years ago, the Ontario

government passed a law prohibiting
certain non-health professions from
requiring Canadian work experience
for licensing.

Shanika Niwanthi came to Canada in
2021 as an international student with
a Master of Business Administration
degree and over a decade of experience
in corporate human resources. She also
studied global business management
at Seneca College.

You'd think these years of experience,
education and impressive career has
helped me to get a decent job here, she
said at Piccini's announcement.

(But) like many newcomers, I had
to experience ... underemployment.
My talent was going to waste and was
never fully utilized. Yes, I managed
to land a job, but not in HR, not in
business, and not in anything even
close to that. I managed to get a
survival job at McDonald's, pouring
coffees and making sandwiches.

Shanika  Niwanthi, middle, a
newcomer to Canada in 2021, speaks
to reporters at a news conference on
Thursday about a plan by the province
to ban employers from requiring
Canadian work experience in job
postings or application forms.

Shanika  Niwanthi, middle, a
newcomer to Canada in 2021, speaks
to reporters at a news conference on

Thursday about a plan by the province
to ban employers from requiring
Canadian work experience in job
postings or application forms.
Niwanthi eventually connected with
newcomer women's services and made
use of a government program allowing
women with similar experience to
hers to earn credentials at top business

NDP MPP Doly Begum, who
represents Scarborough Southwest,
said she is glad that the labour minister
is talking about employment issues
faced by immigrants but she wonders
if the ban will help people get jobs.

The minister should have talked to
immigrants about their experiences,

posting Canadian experience, it still
does not create a pathway for that
doctor who's now driving a cab to be
able to succeed in Ontario, she said.
Begum said what newcomers need
are bridging programs, practice-ready
assessment programs and funding for
individuals to take that training.

Minister to introduce labour law
changes

Piccini said the ban on requiring
Canadian work experience in job
postings will be contained in legislation
with a slew of labour law changes he
will introduce on Tuesday, including
requiring employers to disclose salary
ranges in job postings and boosting
benefits for injured workers.

The new legislation would also
increase the number of international

I (Nathan Denette/The Canadian Press)
L s R A I S ARSI <l

schools and take a job placement. She  she added.

students in Ontario eligible for the
Ontario Immigrant Nominee Program
by revising eligibility requirements to

is now manager of HR and payroll at
the community services organization
where she did her placement.

I'm proud to be an immigrant
contributing to the economic growth
and prosperity of this province, she
said.

Today's announcement is an amazing
step in the right direction to eliminate
many systematic barriers faced by
newcomers to Canada.

Ban doesn't create pathway to
success, NDP MPP says

critic  for

the

Begum, party's
citizenship, ~ foreign  credentials,
and immigration services, said
Canadian experience is often a covert
requirement, with employers filtering
people out based on their resumes.

The actual problem is discrimination
and systemic barriers that people face
when they apply for jobs, she said,
adding employers may be devaluing
foreign knowledge.

While you ban a job description from

allow students from one-year college
graduate certificate programs to apply.

Aswell,itwouldchangehowregulated
professions such as accounting,
architecture and geoscience use
third-party organizations to assess
international qualifications, which
the government says would improve
oversight and accountability.

The Canadian
from Lorenda

e Allison Jones:
Press with files
Reddekopp

NDP: UNDER CONSERVATIVES’ WATCH, NUMBER OF
ONTARIANS WITHOUT PRIMARY CARE GROWS TO 2.2 MILLION

QUEEN'S PARK - France G¢élinas,
Official Opposition NDP Health Critic,
released the following statement in response
to the Ontario Ombudsman's report, which
revealed a staggering record-breaking 33%
increase in complaints:

"This report further proves that Ford's
Conservative government is steering
Ontario's healthcare system into dangerous
waters. We are witnessing the final stages of
collapse, and it's time for Ford to abandon
his privatization scheme.

Under the Conservatives’

watch, the

number of people without access to primary
care is now 2.2 million. People who struggle
to access primary care face limited options
and a lack of resources.

We knew Doug Ford wanted to send more
surgeries to for-profit clinics, and now we
also have the proof he is okay with Ontarians
being forced to pull out their credit card to
access OHIP-covered services.

Ford's Conservatives must move away
from privatization, invest in our healthcare
workforce, and ensure every Ontarian has
access to the care they rightfully deserve.

The crisis is here, and Ontarians deserve
better.”

According to the report, the quickly
declining state of Ontario's healthcare system
has also led to patients being increasingly
discouraged from seeking treatment due
to staffing shortages. Rapid deterioration
and even tragic outcomes, including
death, underscore the severity of the crisis.
Patients and caregivers have expressed
frustration due to extended wait times, poor
communication, and a prevailing sense of
being dismissed by a healthcare system in
complete disarray.
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ONTARIO TO BAN
CANADIAN WORK EXPERIENCE
REQUIREMENT IN JOB POSTINGS

Canadian Arabic & English Newspaper Published in London, Ontario Issue 261 December 2023

Ontario plans to ban employers from requiring
Canadian work experience in job postings or
application forms, the labour minister announced,
saying it will be an important step to help
newcomers get their foot in the door.

Ontario would be the first province to dismantle
that barrier in the hiring process, Labour Minister
David Piccini said.

New Canadians bring a wealth of knowledge,
skills and ability, but recent immigrants with
a bachelor's degree are twice as likely as their
Canadian-born counterparts to work in jobs that
require only a high school education, he said.

I would say [to employers], bring them in for
an interview, talk to them, get to know that
individual, or talk to them about their experience,

Piccini said.

We know many jobs have an important trial
component to assess competency, but what we've
heard far too often is that people don't even
get that shot to walk in the door and have that
conversation and what we're saying here is: that
first hurdle, we're bashing it down.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 38
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Teresa Armstrong mep London-Fanshawe
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Marko Vitorovich

Principal Consultant
Full Member ICCRC

Wishing you a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year!
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